pache Baseball 

new team works to live up to the high 
ctations of last season. 

,ry on page 5 


Comptroller Visits 

Susan Combs held press a conference on Jan. 22 at TJC's West 
Campus. She discussed the economy and rising unemployment. 

Story on page 6 


First 100 Days 

Students react to President Barack Obama's 
actions early in his campaign. 

Story on page 3 
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IRE ON THE SQUARE 

ire breaks out on Tyler's down- 
jwn square, damaging over three 
usinesses. Witnesses say the 
restarted around 7:30 p.m. on 
pring Avenue and was contained 
fter the Tyler, Dixie, Lindale and 
oonday Fire Departments fought 
for about four hours. The case is 
under investigation. 



Photo by Sidni Kirby 

HERO REMEMBERED 

amily and friends remember 
illen hero Cory Galloway in a 
ini- packed service on Jan. 30 at 
Ian First Baptist Church. Galloway 
another Kilgore firefighter died 
luring a training accident the week 
lefore. Loved ones reflected on 
lie life of this young man through 
tones, laughter and tears. Fre¬ 
ighters from all over the state and 
eyond came to the smajl town to 
lay their last respects. 
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Students eternally grateful for Pell Grant 


Madison Payne 

Managing Editor 

Claiborne Pell, founder of the 
Pell Grant, died New Years Day 
at the age of 90 after a battle with 
Parkinsons disease. 

Despite this tragic loss, stu¬ 
dents all over the country will con¬ 
tinue to achieve a higher education 
with the help of Claiborne’s Pell 
Grant. 

According to the National 


Center for Education Statistics, 
the average award given to a stu¬ 
dent is $2,040. In February of 
2008, Congress passed the Higher 
Education Reauthorization Act 
that is supposed to go into effect 
within 2009-2012, which will raise 
the average award per student to 
$9,000, 

The grant covered approxi¬ 
mately 75 percent of a student’s 
expenses in 1979, and only about 
33 percent was covered in 2006. 


Tyler 


Due to the rising cost of tu¬ 
ition, the grant will no longer cover 
a significant amount of student’s 
tuition, which is another reason 
why the Higher Education Re¬ 
authorization Act is tackling this 
issue. 

There is often skepticism of 
the work ethic of students that are 
attending college on a grant. Ac¬ 
cording to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, it is believed 
that students with grants may 


struggle and not be as prepared for 
college as students attending col¬ 
lege without a grant or loan. 

Despite this skepticism, there 
are many Americans that have 
come far with the help of the Pell 
Grant. 

Dr. Joseph Gonzales, a phy¬ 
sician in East Texas, grew up 
in a low-income family with a 

— see GRANT page 11 — 


Peace Rally 



BE THE CHANGE Raul Jiminez holds a cut-out peace sign made by the rally 
organizer, Rana Khalifa, in support of peace in Gaza. Please see full story on 
page 3, editorial on page 2. 


TJC celebrates 
black history 
with activities 


By Nikki Bell 

Advertising Director 

Americans have recognized black history an¬ 
nually since 1962; first as “Negro History Week” 
and today as “Black History Month.” 

The celebration of Black History Month is 
credited to the efforts of Dr. Carter G. Wood- 
son. Woodson chose the second week of February 
for Negro History Week because it marked the 
birthdays of two men who greatly influenced the 
black American, population — Frederick Doug¬ 
lass and Abraham Lincoln. 

“Black History is an accumulations of all the 
joys, pains, and sorrows that we as a people have 
gone through,” Dr. Michael K. Mast, government 
instructor, said. “It reminds us that much struggle 
has gone forth to get the nation where we are to¬ 
day." 

Mast went on to say that Black History is a 
way to remember the past and look towards the 
future. 

“These men were soldiers; they fought for 
black-men to be included into the military,” Mast 
said. He remembers Martin Luther King and 
John Kennedy for their special roles in the Civil 

Rights movement. “Obama may have a big¬ 
ger affect than Dr. King,” Mast said. 

Others who have impacted the growth of 
black history DuBois and important civil, rights 
leader and co-founder of the NAACP, Feb.3, 
1868 thel5th amendment was passed, granting 

— see HISTORY page 7 — 


Recession hits home for some East Texans 


Middle-class families turn 
to Food Bank for assistance 


By Lea Rittenhouse 

Staff Writer 

The Pearsons were once 
a normal, middle-class fam¬ 
ily, but when Melinda Pearson’s 
husband lost his job at Good 
Year Tire in Tyler, everything 
changed. 

“It’s a very big, big differ¬ 
ence from middle class to this,” 
Pearson said. 

The decline in the economy 
is largely to blame for struggling 
families like the Pearsons. They 
are representative of a new trend 
in the economic crisis; it’s no 
longer just the poor that need 
assistance. Now the middle class 
is seeking help. 

“I have met with my agen¬ 
cies, and they are reporting that 
they are seeing people they have 
never seen before, and they are 
seeing many middle-class peo¬ 
ple who, for whatever reason, 
are on the margins and needing 
help for the first time,” Robert 
Bush, the president of the East 
Texas Food Bank where Mrs. 
Pearson sought help, said. 

Mrs. Pearson explained 


that this is the first time in 13 
years that she has had to seek 
assistance for medical or for 
anything. 

“It’s scary because you’re 
used to being able to pay for 
meals,” Mrs. Pearson said. 

From January 2008 to Oc¬ 
tober 2008, the Food Bank saw 
a significant increase in need. 

“We saw a 22 percent in¬ 
crease in demand, which equates 
to about 20,000 additional peo¬ 
ple,” Bush said. 

The Pearson’s have a son 
in high school and a daughter 
in middle school. Mr. Pearson 
formerly worked for Goodyear 
Tire and is now a full-time 
student at Tyler Junior College 
West Campus for air condition¬ 
ing and heating. Mrs. Pearson is 
unemployed. 

Their circumstances have 
caused them to seek outside as¬ 
sistance. 

“It’s hard because you’re 
embarrassed. You don’t want 
to go get help especially when 
you’re used to living a certain 

— see BANK/wge 11 — 
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Photo by Taylor Valentine 

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS Goody’s Family Clothing-is one of the 
many stores going out of business. 


Tyler businesses forced to 
close in troubled economy 


By Taylor Valentine 

Advertising Director « 

Tyler is not immune from the 
economic challenges facing retail 
stores across the country. 

A few weeks ago, Linen N 
Things made its final sale to cus¬ 
tomers. Now it’s Circuit City and 
Goody’s Family Clothing Store’s 
goal to stay open until late March 
of2009. Their closures will increase 
the unemployment rate to 51,000. 

“It’s more challenging the way 


things are going in this jnarket,” 
Annie Lan, coordinator of career 
services, said. 

With the failure of these well- 
known businesses, locally and na¬ 
tionwide, it raises questions about 
how difficult it will be for college 
graduates to find jobs. 

“I don’t think it will be easy 
because most companies require 
experience,” Jawarra Booker, TJC 
sophomore, said. 

— see RECESSION/)^ 7 — 
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Sticks, stones and political correctness 

Societies confine word meanings to present interpretations 

On average, people are able to speak thought into their people through fea 


On average, people are able to speak 
150 words per minute. That’s 2,400 
words per person, per day. If you mul¬ 
tiply that times the 300 million people 
in the United States, you get 720 trillion 
words spoken on a daily basis. 

With such an extensive mass of 
communication, it’s obvious that some 
of the words, somewhere along the way, 
probably offended someone. 

This is where political correctness 
was developed. 

Don Imus is credited with a very 
publicized politically incorrect state¬ 
ment said during his April 2008 radio 
show, Imus in the Morning. 

His words were completely un¬ 
called for and incredibly offensive to 
a race of people who have overcome 
countless obstacles, finally swearing into 
office the first black president of the 
United States just days ago. However, 
they were his words, his thoughts and 
his opinions. 

Political correctness rests on an 
incredibly thin line. What separates a 
personal thought or opinion from a po¬ 
litically incorrect statement? 

There are certain terms that our 
society deems unacceptable, but how 
many times have you called someone 
crazy, redneck, a spaz, a retard or gay? 
All of these are technically defined as 
politically incorrect, so why has society 
singled out some words and turned a 
blind eye to others? 

The word “spastic” can be used in 
public with basically no ill regard. It is 
used in America to describe over excite- 



Kamren Thompson 


ment, excessive energy or hyperactivity. 
It sounds harmless, but it originated 
from spastic diplegia related to cerebral 
palsy. Is it still inoffensive? 

Everyone has heard the children’s 
rhyme, “Sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but words will never hurt me.” 
We were told this while we were young 
to protect us, and we assumed that if 
Mrs. Denkins said it on the playground 
during recess, it must be true. 

The fact is, it isn’t the truth. Words 
are extraordinarily potent. One reason 
for this is because of their versatility. So¬ 
ciety hasn’t turned a blind eye to these 
offensive words, the interpretations or 
labels have simply changed over time. 

Political correctness is basically a 
social theory. Humanity labels things 
according to current issues and their 
kupwledge or experience. 

In George Orwell’s novel 1984 , 
society was trained to believe “War is 
peace. Freedom is slavery. Ignorance is 
strength.” 

The citizens in the novel believed 
that two plus two equaled five. Their 
government instilled this incorrect 


thought into their people through fear 
and ignorance, and eventually they sim¬ 
ply understood it to be true. 

It is comfortable to think that in re¬ 
ality an entire society’s perception could 
never be sq easily distorted. However, 
this scenario has repeated itself a num¬ 
ber of times throughout history. Nazi 
Germany is the most evident example 
of social theory gone astray. 

What society deems “correct” may 
not always be moral. and vice-versa. 
While we may never completely un¬ 
derstand society’s motives, one thing is 
obvious, words are powerful. 

They are powerful enough to have 
their own amendment in the consti¬ 
tution, and freedom of speech is what 
gives Don Imus the ability to say what 
he thinks. 

As a journalist, I stand by the quote, 
“I may not agree with what you say, but I 
defend to the death your right to say it.” 

I don’t believe that people’s thoughts 
or words should be censored, and giving 
society the ability to determine what is 
“correct” for the entire population is a 
slippery slope. 

History has proven that political 
correctness and similar ideas are often 
commandeered and eventually manipu¬ 
lated to oppress civilizations. 

Political correctness is damaging 
because words lose their meanings over 
time, interpretations change, and labels 
are made and destroyed. 

Words are flexible in their power 
and society shouldn’t attempt to confine 
them. 
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editorial 

Generation i defines image 


A few weeks ago, a 21-year-old 
TJC and UT-Tyler student embod¬ 
ied the definition of her generation: 
Generation I. 

Everyone’s heard of the cynical 
Generation X youth of 15 years ago. 
Today’s youth has been negatively la¬ 
beled Generation Y (in a narcissistic 
sense, as in “Why do I have to learn 
this? Why is this important to me?”) 

The label “Generation I” can 
have dozens of meanings (iPod, in¬ 
formation, instant, internet). How¬ 
ever, when Rana Khalifa decided to 
organize a peace rally in the middle 
of Tyler for a blQody conflict escalat¬ 
ing on the other side of the world, she 
proved that the “I” should stand for 
“involved.” 

Too many young people forget 
that now is the time for growing up. 
That involves becoming adults and 
making informed decisions about the 
world. 

The Generation Y college stu¬ 
dent will spend their days in a self- 
centered world. Instead of paying 
attention to global headlines, most of 
their news comes from Perez Hilton. 
Rather than deciding which candi¬ 
date most closely resembles their own 
ideals, they will spend hours on Face- 
book deciding which “Which Harry 
Potter character are you?” 

The argument that the Gen 
Y student has is that one person 
could never make a difference any¬ 


way. Loads of money and celebrity 
endorsement went into the sarcastic 
“Don’t Vote” advertisements of the 
2008 Presidential Campaign de¬ 
signed to get Gen Y students to be¬ 
lieve that everyone counts. 

The Gen Y student believes that 
the only time anyone - least of all 
“the Man” - pays attention to colleges 
is during a sports game or a shooting 
spree. 

Although it could be argued that 
the media’s first major reality check 
with social-networking sites was 
the aftermath of the Virginia Tech 
shootings in 2007. Now the media 
is watching Websites that are popu¬ 
lar with today’s generation like never 
before. 

On the day of President Obama s 
inauguration, CNN, which had part¬ 
nered with Facebook, estimated that 
1.5 million statuses had been updated 
with messages about Obama at a rate 
of 4,000 a minute. 

Co-founder of Twitter, Biz 
Stone, estimated that 3,600 “tweets,” 
a form of miniature blog post, were 
sent about a southern California 
earthquake in 2008, nine minutes 
before the Associated Press posted an 
official story about the incident. The 
crash of U.S. Airways Flight 1549 
into the Hudson River last month 
sparked a rush of pictures and video 
taken from cell phones, which over¬ 
loaded the servers of Twitter’s picture 
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“GEN I” ARE YOUTUBERS The popular social networking site, YouTube is seen here promoting two vidi 
provided by the Associated Press on Jan. 30. The AP, has branched out from the traditional idea of new 
journalism in hopes of reaching Generation I. 


blog application. 

A majority of the users of these 
social networking sites are young 
people, and they are wielding the 
power of information and influence 
that the previous generations could 
not have even comprehended. 


Khalifa’s peace rally, organized 
via a Facebook Event page, gathered 
approximately 85 people from ks far 
away as Dallas and attracted me¬ 
dia coverage from KLTV and Tyler 
Morning Telegraph. 

Now, more than ever, youth has 


a voice, and Khalifa chose to use 
to successfully support a cause.. 

Every young person in this 
eration needs to choose to either 
part of Generation “Why can’t 1 
do it later?” or Generation “I can. 

Sources: CNN. com, Facebook.t 
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Rallyists spread message of peace in Downtown Tyler 


By Shela Burgess 

Copy Editor 

“Peace in the Middle East! Peace 
j n the Middle East!” 

Cries for peace intermingled 
with the sounds of traffic and honk¬ 
ing on the downtown square in Tyler 
on Jan. 16. 

The crowd was bundled in sweat¬ 
ers and scarves against below freezing 
weather to support a cease-fire in the 
war-torn strip of Gaza. 

“We wanted to do this because 
we are against the killing of any inno¬ 
cent souls anywhere,” Rana Khalifa, a 
TJC student wko helped organize 
the rally, said. “We see it happen¬ 
ing on TV all the time, and it hasn’t 
stopped since any one can remember, 
but it’s just getting worse and worse,” 
Khalifa said. 

Tyler’s Muslim community had 
supporters come to the rally with 
Sags, wearing Israeli and Palestinian 


colors on their clothes in support of 
peace on both sides. 

There’s nothing in any religion 
where it says to kill human beings,” 
Iqbal Mohammad, a rallying Paki¬ 
stani American said. 

The Qaza Strip rally combined 
later in the day with another peace 
vigil that congregates every Friday 
around noon in downtown Tyler, 
protesting the war in Iraq. 

“Most of us that have been do¬ 
ing this believe that the United States 
is too militaristic. No other country 
has a military base in our country 
but we have military bases in over 
130 countries. That doesn’t make any 
sense,”Judson Malone said. 

Malone held a turquoise flag 
with a peace sign high in the crowd 
of rallyists to make clear his stance 
for peace. 

The crowd said the rally was 
meant to be an inspiration to others 
or a call of action. 


“We really do hope that we in¬ 
spire others and that hopefully this 
will inspire other peace rallies in 
Tyler and people won’t be scared,” 
Khalifa said. 

“We just wanted to bring aware¬ 
ness to people in Tyler and let them 
know this is what’s going on, and this 
is what we are against,” Khalifa said. 

One protest sign simply stated 
the facts; after 20 days of fighting, 
1033 Palestinians (335 children, 100 
women), 13 Israelis are all dead. 

“We should raise our voices for 
the right thing. It doesn’t matter what 
you believe,” Mohammad said. 

As for what citizens can do, 
Khalifa explained that giving money 
or volunteering with organizations is 
a good way to help. 

One organization called Islamic 
Relief has a website called www.is- 
lamicrehef.org where people can do¬ 
nate to help people in the Gaza Strip 
with food and other basic needs. 



Photo by Shela Burgess 

RALLY FOR PEACE A protester shows her sign as she participates in 
the peace rally in downtown Tyler on Jan. 16. 


Obama’s Inauguration: The Aftermath 

Students react to the new President’s first 100 days 


By Satin Scott 

Student Life Editor 

Students of Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege have mixed feelings about Barack 
Obama’s presidency. He was officially 
sworn in on Jan. 20,2009, as the 44th 
President of the United States. 

Susanne Moore, part-time librar¬ 
ian assistant, said she caught different 
segments of the airing of the Inaugu¬ 
ration. 

“I was very excited and amazed 
about how many people showed up 
and all the celebrities that support 
him,” Moore said. 

Some students juggled busy 
schedules to see as much of the In¬ 
auguration as possible. A.J. Ashford, 
student at TJC, said he did not get to 
watch as much as he wanted because 
he had to go to class. 

“It was a proud moment for all 
African-Americans and really every¬ 
body. He said change was coming and 
change is finally here. I would have 
never thought that the President of 
the United States would be African- 
American,” Ashford said. 

Government instructor Dr. Mi¬ 
chael K. Mast, said that Obama’s Pres¬ 
idency conveys a message to the world 
that America is living up to its dream. 

Not all students have the same at¬ 
titude about the new President. 

Damien Tilley, TJC student, said 
he is excited about a minority achiev¬ 
ing a high position; however, he dis¬ 
agrees with some of the new presi¬ 
dent’s policies. 

“He is a supporter of the pro- 
choice movement. That presents a 
problem being that there is a large 
portion of abortions in the black com¬ 
munity. I find it contradictory that an 
African-American president will sup¬ 
port the very thing that is killing Afri¬ 
can-Americans,’’Tilley said. 

Tilley said that even though he 
looks at the moral issues, he believes 
that President Obama will open doors 
for minorities. 

The United States is critiquing 
Obama on his first 100 days in office 
due to the current financial crisis. He 



Gabriel B. Tait/MCT 

PRESIDENTIAL BALL President Barack Obama makes an appearance at 
the Midwestern Inaugural Ball at the Washington D.C. Convention Center 
on Jan. 20. 


has made numerous promises concern¬ 
ing the stimulus bill, tackling the fore¬ 
closure issues, saving millions of jobs, 
and determining the outcome of auto¬ 
makers GM and Chrysler. 

In the past eight years, the gov¬ 
ernment gave tax cuts to the wealthy 
and now new things have to be tried, 
Mast said. 

“I see things that do not need to 
be in the bill. However, people need to 
get back to work. The consumer confi¬ 
dence is so low so the bill is necessary. 
People need jobs to bring back that 
confidence. Things need to be tweaked; 
however, the bill is good overall. We 
can’t afford to do nothing. We have to 
do something,” Mast said. 

Some students personally believe 
in him, but are unsure if the rest of the 


U.S. is convinced. 

“I think because he is so new, and 
everything is different, people need to 
see a little bit of good before they start 
believing in him. They need to see the 
stimulus passed as evidence of what he 
said he was going to do,” Aimee Hall, 
TJC student, said. 

A1 Martin, TJC student, said that 
it is not logical to believe that Obama 
will keep every promise he made in 
only 100 days; however, he will pull 
through since he is intelligent and has 
good advisors. 

“It will work but people would 
have to work with him. There are a lot 
of people in the United States and it 
will be hard to have everjf one on one 
accord since everyone has their own 
agenda,” Martin said. 


Potential military recruits face decision 


By Ashley Summers 

Photo Editor 

With Barack Obama 
tod Joe Biden committed to 
ending the war in Iraq, some 
bonder why men and women 
still join the service while oth¬ 
ers choose to serve our country 
generation after generation. 

To the Rush family of 
Wills Point, serving our coun¬ 
ty comes' naturally. 

William E. Rush, Jr., 
blown around town as PaBill, 
Was born and raised in Terrell 
tod began his military jour- 
ne y at the age of 17. In 1945, 
bs decision to join the armed 
forces was encouraged by his 
childhood friend. 

As Rush was walk- 
tog home from the grocery 
store one Sunday afternoon, 
was unaware that his life 
Would soon change. His friend 
topped him and asked him to 
join the navy. 

M We walked to the cem- 


U I decided it was not for me... I didn’t want 
to go fight a war when I was only 19.?? 


— Josh Rush 

Son of Veteran William Rush Jr. 


etery, taking our time and 
hoping one of us would back 
down,” Rush said. 

As they hitched a ride to 
Dallas, completely clueless as 
to where they were going, they 
found the place and signed. 

In September 1945, Rush 
was deployed to Hiroshima in 
the Naval Amphibious Forces 
and began his fife as a soldier. 
Two years later, he joined the 
army. 

In 1991, his daughter 
Sharon Coffins decided to fol¬ 
low in her father’s footsteps 
and join the Army. 

“There was no need to 
join because there wasn’t a war 
at the time,” Rush said. But 
she called me one evening, no 
training at all, and said she was 


being shipped out for the Gulf 
War.” 

Two of Rush’s grand¬ 
children, Justin and Josh, had 
planned to join Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, but changed 
their minds. 

“I decided it was not for 
me, and I didn’t want to go 
fight a war when I was only 
19,” Josh said. “I signed up 
twice: took a physical the first 
time, and swore in the second, 
but still backed out. I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do 
with my life,” Josh said. 

Josh’s final statement 
made everything clear. 

“Seriously,” he said. “I was 
scared.” 

Maybe it is easier to join 
today than it was 50 years ago. 


Campus Safety 
addresses the issue 
of fights on campus 


By Whitney Green 

Staff Writer 

Typically school dances are not exactly the type of place that 
is suitible for an old fashion bare knuckle brawl. Which is pre¬ 
cisely what took place last semester here at TJC in late Oct. 

“Campus Safety provides safety and security to those on 
TJC property. I want everybody to just have a good time,” Randy 
Melton, Director of Campus Safety, said. 

A large fight broke out near Rogers Student Center at the 
Homecoming Dance on Oct. 11,2008. Campus Safety said the 
people involved were not apart of the dance. They were dressed 
casually even though it was a formal dance. They were also be¬ 
lieved to be non-students. During that time, security equipment 
in the area of the fight was not functioning properly. Therefore, it 
was not caught on video. 

Once again, another scirmisb broke out the night of the 

2009. Melton said that cam- 
that the trouble started from 


Halloween Dance on October 29, ^ 
pus officers were at the dance and 1 
the inside. The officers broke up tie fight. However, it maneu¬ 
vered outside into the parking lot. 

“Girls were involved too,” Melton said. 

On the same night, two different groups seemed to be asso¬ 
ciated with the fights. The problem did not end there. It contin¬ 
ued onto Palmer and Baxter Street where a vehicle was scratched 
and dented in result. 

Maria Cazares, a resident of Hudnall, walked outside and 
saw a large group running across the parking lot. 

“One fight broke out between two males on Baxter Street 
and everyone ran from the surrounding dorms to see what was 
happening and to try to break it up,” Cazares said. 

Students who were involved cjn the night of the Halloween 
dance had to report to Student Affairs for their behavior. . 

All students are to abide by the TJC Student Code of Con¬ 
duct. If a student breaks a rule, they go through what is called a 
“process to deal with our students through our Student Code of 
Conduct,” Dr. Austin Lane, Vice President of Student Affairs, 
said. 

“Students on campus can be disciplined for a number of 
things: drinking, smoking, fighting, hazing, theft, disruptive be¬ 
havior in the classroom. It’s all listed in the Code of Conduct,” 
Lane said. 

— see FIGHTS page 11 — 


According to Rush, determina¬ 
tion and patriotism was more 
the reason for men in 1945. 

> “I hate to say it, but it’s 
the truth that the youth was 
more patriotic,” Rush said. 
“We didn’t even know where 
Pearl Harbor was. We thought 
it was on the other side of Dal¬ 
las. We just wanted to serve.” 

Over the course of his 
22-year military career Rush 
served in three different wars: 
WWII, Korean, and Vietnam. 
To him, WWII was the most 
traumatizing. 

Trying to recall most 
memories, sweat started bead¬ 
ing from his forehead and 
caused him to stare blankly 
into the distance. The gleam in 
his eye could let one know the 
truth: wars are different now. 

“With the new technol¬ 
ogy and weaponry we have 
today, if we had to re-enact 
Hiroshima from 1945,1 don’t 
think there would be any more 
wars,” Rush said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
HOST JOB FAIRS 

The Criminal Justice Jfc>b and Career fair will 
be held in the Rogers Student Center on Feb. 13 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.This will be an opportunity for 
people to get information on police agencies that 
are looking to hire individuals. 

SIGN LANGUAGE 
STORY TIME 

The TJC Sign Language Interpreter Training 
Program will present children’s stories in American 
Sign Language, voiced in English at the Barnes and 
Noble store on South Broadway Avenue in Tyler. 

The event will take place on Feb. 7, Feb. 21, 
March 7, March 21 and April 4 beginning at 11 
a.m. Contact Rhonda McKinzie at 903-510-2774 
for more information. 


ARMED ROBBERY 

Andrew Aybar, Cordero Beck, Justin Johnson 
and confirmed TJC student Demaria Woods have 
been arrested for their alleged involvement in the 
armed robbery of a Food Fast on the. night of Jan. 
13. 
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Wesley Foundation continues service despite funding cui 



LANES CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH serves food at the 
WeSley Foundation. Pictured from left to right are Connie Dana, Gayle 
Robinson, Lisa Burkett, Shauna Lambeth, and Marjorie MacPherson 


By Teresa Ramirez 

Staff Writer 

Even after having a complete 
funding cut in June 2008, the Wesley 
Foundation at Tyler Junior College 
has managed to get by. 

All- two-year colleges and some 
four-year universities have Wesley 
Foundations. Foundations from the 
Houston area and East Texas received 
a complete fund cut from the Texas 
Amnual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church last June. 

“Those who have the role of 
Campus Ministry Management real¬ 
ized that they had to do more with 
less,” Dan Conway, director of the 
Wesley Foundation at TJC and UT- 
Tyler, said. “They had less money to 
spread out throughout all the campus 
ministries.” 

The conference committee saw 
that more students were being in¬ 


volved in leadership, fellowship, wor¬ 
ship and Bible study in Wesley Foun¬ 
dations at four-year universities than 
at two-year colleges. 

“Four-year colleges is where you 
would probably get the most chance 


to build more leaders, to build lead¬ 
ers in the church, to build people 
committed to the church,” Benjamin 
West, program assistant of the Wes¬ 
ley Foundation at TJC anJUT-Tyler, 
said. 


However, there were some Wes¬ 
ley Foundations at four-year univer¬ 
sities who haven’t had as many stu¬ 
dents involved, so they also had their 
funding cut. 

“It was horrible for them to do 
that, especially without, giving us 
much warning,” music major Peter 
Groce said. “It just kinda happened 
one day.” 

Having their funding cut, how¬ 
ever, was not the end of the Wesley 
Foundation. 

“When this ministry’s majority 
of the funding was cut, it initiated a 
fundraising drive,” Conway said. 

In October 2008, representatives 
of the Wesley Foundation at TJC 
presented a proposal to the Board 
of Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry. The representatives asked 
that at least part of the funding be 
restored to the foundation while they 
gathered up a base of financial sup¬ 


port. Their proposal was accepted a 
took effect in January 2009. Howei 
the funding will not last long. 

“Funding will be phased out o\ 
four years,” West said. 

Several local Methodist churc 
es help the Wesley Foundation wi 
the free lunch they provide ev( 
Tuesday. 

“Even when we do have fundi 
from the conference, our local churc 
es still contribute and participate! 
taking turns with this lunch that v 
have,” Gayle Robinson, associate j 
rector of the Wesley Foundation 
TJC. said. “We haye about 15 loc 
churches in the East Texas area 4 
are Methodist churches that help us, 

The Wesley Foundation at TJ( 
is located behind College Books o 
Baxter Street. It provides free lunc 
on Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 1 p. c 
and free coffeehouse on Thursdaj 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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Nice Rack 

Bicycle club succeeds in installing bike racks on campus 


By Sidni Kirby 

Online Editor 

Not that long ago, seeing 
a person sitting on their bicycle 
outside of a classroom was not 
an uncommon sight. 

Up until the beginning 
of the spring 2009 semester, 
TJC, a mostly commuter cam¬ 
pus, was without any place for 
bike riders to safely secure their 
bikes - forcing bike owners to 
find alternative places to leave 
them. 

“Students were chaining 
their bikes to trees, buildings, 
just anywhere that they could, 
really,” said Bill King, Physical 
Plant director. “The bike racks 
are there to serve the students.” 

After a struggle to get the 
needed funds, approximately 
$1,700, the TJC Bike Club 
turned to King to ask for the 
money for the first seven racks 
out of his budget. 

It was too late to apply for 
student activity fees to use for 


new racks, so the money had to 
come from somewhere else. 

“We hope to have more 
[bike racks], but for now we are 
going to wait to see the usage 
of them,” said Kahne Parsons, 
facility sponsor of the Bike 
Club. 

Each bike rack holds five 
bikes. 

The addition of the bike 
racks to the TJC campus also 
helps with the school’s recent 
efforts to “go green.” - 

. “Dr. Metke is very sup,- 
portive of the project and hopes 
to move forward with the ac¬ 
tivities of going green,” King 
said. 

The Bike Club is hoping 
that with the bike racks now 
available, more students will 
consider riding their bikes to 
campus instead of driving. 

Some of the members of 
the Bike Club agree that not 
only is bike riding economically 
and environmentally friendly, it 
also is good for your, health. 


“I started riding four years 
ago. I get a cardio workout, my 
blood pressure went down and 
my overall energy level went 
up,” said Chip Robertson, pres¬ 
ident of the Bike Club. 

“I rode my bike every 
day to school in high school,” 
Aaron Buster, Bike Club officer 
said. “I can get to TJC faster on 
my bike from Whitehouse than 
people who are driving.” 

More bikes on campus 
could also help alleviate the 
parking problem. 

“The bike racks give peo¬ 
ple more freedom to ride on 
campus and a place to put their 
bikes up safely,” Emily Phillips, 
Bike Club officer said. 

The Bike Club hopes that 
as the weather turns warmer, 
more students will make use of 
the new racks by riding their 
bikes to school. 

The racks are located near 
Rogers Student Center, Gene- 
cov, Jenkins Hall and Wise Au¬ 
ditorium. 



Donating plasma at 
BioLife Plasma Services 
can save a life and 
pay you back. 

Receive up to $220 per month, 
and for a limited time, bring the 
Bonus Coupon to your first 
donation for an extra $10. 

^BioLife 


SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION TODAY AT 
903.592.1144 

Biolife Plasma Services 
1827 W. Gentry Pkwy. 

Tyler, TX 

www.biolifeplasma.com 


BONUS COUPON 

Bring this coupon with you to your first plasma 
donation and receive an extra $10 bonus, 
'Bonus redeemable upon completion of a full donation. 
Coupon cannot be combined with any other BioLife offer. 


FOR NEW 
DONORS ONLY 




Photos by 
Ashley Summers 

BRAND-NEW BIKE 
RACKS around 
campus are serv¬ 
ing their purpose 
as students lock 
up their bikes 
while they at¬ 
tend class. There 
are five locations 
around campus for 
students to.take 
advantage of the 
racks. 
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FREE 

CHEI (ING 

at all Southside Bank locations 



2 Convenient ATMs on Campus 

• ONE IN ROGERS STUDENT CENTER 

• ONE ON WEST CAMPUS BY CAFETERIA 

Banking Made Easy 


www.southside.com 


Member FDIC 
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TJC Womens Golf Separates Practice from Play 
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By Griffin Blackburn 

Assistant Sports Editor 


A small, jjellow ball leaves the 
ice of a titanium driver with 


urt 

W \ 

ev ( \ 

idi \ r 

ur ( lubfa- 

te violent force shortly followed by a 
n liercing ping. The ball enters the sky, 
e 'as if lt h a d been set free from grav¬ 
ity, until it begins falling into a large, 
I 3 pen, manicured field joining many 
Sthers like it. 

That ball, and hundreds more 
^rjlike it, are a vital part of the TJC’s 
s Womens Golf Team practice. 

“The difference between prac- 
l * 

tice and just playing is in practice 

,u are looking for results,” Xeniya 

;heleznova of the TJC Womens 

Golf Team, said. 

The womens golf team will of¬ 
ficially begin practice in a few weeks, 
but Jan. 22 was a casual practice for 
them. The relaxed nature of the 
women is evident as they stop in be¬ 
tween hitting range balls, to discuss 
their cars or what they did the night 
before. As soon as they resume hit¬ 
ting balls the practice aspect becomes 
evident. 

For Alexis Byerly, golf practice is 
ibout being on a team. 

“During practice, you are on a 
team working towards a common 
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Photo by Griffin Blackburn 

ALEXIS BYERLY from the TJC women's golf team, choosing her club at 
practice. 


goal,” Byerly said. 

The women have six tourna¬ 
ments this semester ending at the 
NJCAA National Tournament in 


Daytona Beach, Florida. Tourna¬ 
ments results are determined by add¬ 
ing each player’s points together to 
determine a final team score. This 


means each individual has to do well 
to advance the team. 

Although this session is very re¬ 
laxed, the team aspect is still evident 
as the women stop what they are do¬ 
ing to focus on fellow team member 
Jacqui Luhan who is asking for assis¬ 
tance with a particular swing. 

After some small suggestions 
from her teammates, she gets the 
result she was looking for and the 
women go back to decorating the 
field with the range balls. 

“To me, practice is about per¬ 
fecting your swing,” Luhan said. 

Watching each woman in action, 
it is evident each is concentrating on 
a particular part of their game. 

Luhan and Byerly are smashing 
balls down the range like small pro¬ 
jectiles, while Izzy Rosebury practices 
her accuracy with her irons. 

“Depending on the person, you 
focus on your weakness,” Rosebury 
said. “To me, my short game is the 
most important.” 

Golf requires practice just like 
any other sport. A basketball player 
would not begin a game without ever 
learning how to dribble. 

A football player cannot step out 
onto the field without knowing a sin¬ 
gle play. This goes the same for golf. 


“People think this is just a hobby 
and not a sport,” Luhan said. 

With the average tournament 
play lasting four to five hours or even t 
longer, the game requires physical en¬ 
durance. 

The use of a golf cart is prohib¬ 
ited, so the ladies have to be on their 
feet the entire time. There is also the 
intense concentration during every 
shot. 

“Golf is 80 percent mental and 
20 percent physical,” Luhan said. 

After a few hours at the driv¬ 
ing range, the women shoulder their 
clubs and follow a path leading to a 
small patch of flat grass with nine 
small blue flags sticking out the mid¬ 
dle of nine holes. 

Putting is more reserved, they 
scatter across the small area of grass 
and begin to glide the yellow orbs to¬ 
wards each individual flag. 

Concentration covers each one 
of their faces like a mask as the yel¬ 
low golf balls disappear into the nine 
holes in the green. 

“You can’t focus on the tourna¬ 
ments during practice because you 
won’t know what the weather will do 
or the course conditions, all you can 
do is work on what your game needs,” 
Rosebury said. 
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New year, new team, same high expectations 


By Aaron Boone 

Sports Editor 

Apache baseball fans have high expecta¬ 
tions. That is what happens when the home¬ 
town team wins a NJCAA National Cham¬ 
pionship in 2007 and has won back-to-back 
Metro Athletic Conference Titles. 

However, much more comes along with 
king a championship caliber team than just a 
shiny trophy. 

Expectations of a third straight MAC 
title followed by another trip to the NJCAA 
National Tournament is expected by most fans 
and certainly is the goal of the Apache baseball 
coaching staff and players alike. 

Tijk about pressure. 

And this all has to be done in a conference 
that, according to head coach Jon Groth, is the 
hardest in the nation. Last year, the MAC was 
home to three teams all ranked nationally in¬ 
side the top ten. 

That doesn’t bother Groth though. His 
feh lies in the hands of his coaching staff and 
team, especially the returning sophomores. 

“Our sophomores are invaluable. Our 
team will only go as far as they can carry us,” 
Groth said. 

While the players are the ones out on the 
kid making the plays, there is no one more 
Suable to the upcoming season and advanc¬ 
es these student athlete’s careers as ballplayers 
than head coach Jon Groth. 

“Coach Groth is a players coach,” Doug 
Wren, one of Groth’s assistant coaches, said. 
He wants more from the team than just to 
H he stresses academics as well as the bigger 
picture, and that is life outside of baseball.” 
“Baseball is this great laboratory,” Groth 
• “My hope is that I have prepared my play- 
Crs for the challenges they all will face in every- 
ky life, not just the challenges they will face 
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Courtesy Photos 

SCRIMAGE Top, sophomore Tyler Pirtle leads off first base as the Apaches kicked off 
the season with a scrimage against Texas College. Above, Assistant Coach Doug Wren 
and sophomore Tyler Pirtle plan their next move as the Apaches scrimage Texas College. 


on the diamond.” 

It’s philosophies like these that create win¬ 
ning programs, which is exactly what Apache 
baseball was not in 1992 when Groth took the 
reigns. 

Groth used to have the opportunity to go 
out and recruit any player he deemed worthy, 
and grant that ball player a scholarship. These 
days that action would get Groth fired, since 
TJC and other schools in the MAC conference 
no longer have the luxury of offering prospec¬ 
tive talents scholarships. 

That leaves TJC with players that have 


gone undiscovered by larger schools and Uni¬ 
versities. 

Good thing that undiscovered talent is 
still what all baseball coaches crave. So while 
many think Apache baseball is not getting the 
cream of the crop, the team’s recent collection 
of trophies, conference titles and championship 
rings give naysayers a different tune to- sing. 

Two-time national champions and three¬ 
time conference champions does have a nice 
ring to it. And if all goes according to plan, 
that’s exactly what this year’s Apache baseball 
team will be. 


sports 



UPCOMING HOME TJC SPORTING EVENTS 

Men’s Hoops: Feb. 11 
TJC vs. Paris Junior College @ 7:30 p.m. 



Women’s Hoops: Feb. 7 
TJC vs. Lon Morris College @ 2 p.m. 

Men’s Baseball: Feb. 6 

TJC vs. Brookhaven @ 2 p.m. Mike Carter Field 


Grudge match 
with Bulldogs 
drawing closer 


By Erica Smith 

Staff Writer 

At the beginning of the 2008-2009 
season, the Apache Men’s Basketball Team 
started 12-0. Unfortunately, in a game just 
before the long winter break, their perfect 
record became blemished by loosing by 
five points to Navarro College. 

“Over the past three or four years, 
these teams have developed a rivalry 
against each other,” Head Coach Mike 
Marquis said. 

With that five-point loss to the Na¬ 
varro Bulldogs, it may have solidified that 
rivalry. 

The Apaches will get another shot to 
beat the Bulldogs unlike other teams, such 
as the team that handed them their second 
loss, Lon Morris College. 

In that game, the number nine ranked 
Apaches lost 82-61 and were outscored 
48-29 in the second half. The game was 
close through the first half with a total 
of five lead changes, but quickly got away 
from the Apaches in the second half. 

That game was tough, especially 
coming off a win ^t San Jacinto Central- 
College a few days earlier. In that game, 
the team was lead by Freshman Brent Barz 
who scored 19 points including the game 
winning lay-up with only 20 seconds re¬ 
maining. 

The team had rallied back from being 
14 points down in the second half to take 
the game by one point, 64-63. 

The next meeting between the Apach¬ 
es and the Bulldogs will .be Wednesday, 
Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m. in Wagstaff Gym¬ 
nasium. Having the home crowd behind 
them, coach Marquis is hoping this game 
will have a different outcome. 
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SPORTS 

WORLD 

GAME OF THE MONTH 

Super Bowl XLIII was played in 
Tampa, Florida February 1,2009 be¬ 
tween the favored Pittsburgh Steelers, 
and the underdog Arizona Cardinals 

THE RESULT.* 

What followed that warm Sunday 
night was what most expected, a 
Steelers victory. 

However, that didn't stop Cardinal 
QB Kurt Warner and company 
from throwing up 23 points while 
steaming rolling the vaunted Steel¬ 
ers D for 407 offensive yards. 

But it was not enough to stop 
Pittsburgh and Big Ben who led 
the Steelers to a league leading 
sixth Lombardi trophey. 
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Comptroller visits west campus, speaks about economy 


Sean Boulger 

Staff Writer 

Tyler Junior College students and 
even Texans shouldn’t worry about the 
state of the economy, Texas Comptrol¬ 
ler Susan Combs said during a recent 
visit to TJC. 

During a press conference on Jan. 
22 at TJC s West Campus, Combs dis¬ 
cussed how the economy is expected 
to affect the Lone Star State. She es¬ 
timated the number of jobs that could 
be lost statewide would reach 110,000. 
But she also said that last year Texas 
brought in 20,000 jobs, which ac¬ 
counts for 71 percent job growth in 
Texas, and said that the Texas econo¬ 
my should weather the storm. 

She also discussed the need for 


an educated work force and the role 
of the community college, adding 
that the price for getting an education 
should be within reach. 

“The colleges need to fill those 
seats in order to pay for their own 
expenses, so if the price of attending 
school is too high, then those seats will 
be empty,” Combs said. 

Throughout the press conference, 
Combs held firm to her belief that 
Texas is one of the strongest states ec¬ 
onomically and that the recent decline 
is having less of an effect on Texas 
than it is on states such as New York 
and California, which are both mov¬ 
ing toward bankruptcy. 

Still, many Texans remain, con¬ 
cerned about the security of their jobs 
and are thinking of going back to 


school or retraining. 

“If you have a job and are trying 
to build on a college education, then 
keep your job and try taking night 
classes,” Combs suggested. 

Statistics show that an increase in 
trained and certified workers could in¬ 
crease the Texas employment rate and 
help the state’s balance sheet. 

“As the nation’s current leader 
in job creation, Texas cannot afford 
to fall behind,” Combs wrote in the 
Texas Works book for 2008, which 
lists many findings for the future of 
the work force. 

If Texas can continue to turn 
out an educated work force and de¬ 
crease dropouts, then Combs believes 
that the Texas economy should hold 
through the current crisis. 



File Pho 

HELPFUL PROGRAMS Texas Comptroller Susan Combs announces tfi 
opening of the Texas Tuition Promise Fund in Austin last September. 


Students tutored at Learning Loft 


By Courtney Hodgkins 

Staff writer 



Photo by Courtney Hodgkins 

TUTORING SESSION Jared Lovett is being tutored by Nora Sharif in¬ 
side the Learning Loft located in the Rogers Student Center on the third 
floor. 


With a couple of weeks down, 
possibly an exam or two taken, stu¬ 
dents may be wondering how and 
where to begin to improve their 
grades. 

The Learning Loft, located on 
the third floor of Rogers Student 
Center, offers free tutoring to stu¬ 
dents in many core subjects and some 
electives. 

Walking into the Learning Loft, 
students may notice the murals, bright 
colors and laid back setting. 

“Studies show that a colorful en¬ 
vironment stimulates people to stay 
awake and alert,” Tracey Williams, 
tutor coordinator/learning specialist 
and licensed professional counselor 
said. 

Students attending The Uni¬ 
versity of Texas at Austin are paying 
$13.50 per 45 to 50- minute tutoring 
session. 

UT only provides students with 
five free coupons for tutoring, where 
as Tyler Junior College offers free tu¬ 
toring all semester. 

By this point in the semester, 
students may have found they have 
trouble learning in a group environ¬ 
ment. Therefore, TJC provides a free 
one-on-one tutoring service that is 
easily accessible. 

Once the student has entered the 
center and registered, they will receive 
a contact information sheet to reach 
a tutor in the area of study needed. 
From this point on, it is up to the 
student to contact a tutor and set up 
times for help. 

“I signed up for tutoring early in 
the semester to get an A’ in my course. 


I wasn’t getting the needed help in a 
group environment,” Nora Sharif, 
whose tutored by Jared Lovett, said. 

Many believe in order to receive 
tutoring, they must be fading a class, 
but that is not the case. Anyone, re¬ 
gardless of their grades, may receive 
the help they need. 

“There’s no shame in getting tu¬ 
toring,” Williams said. 

“This free resource at TJC is 
helping students succeed. By far, col¬ 
lege algebra is the most requested 
subject for assistance. Math is pretty 
much the most requested subject for 
tutoring at most colleges,” Williams 
said. 

Not only can students receive 
help on a specific subject by going 
over materials, but there are also “op¬ 
portunities to learn to be more or¬ 


ganized and developing better study 
habits,” Kevin Fitts, current tutor and 
November’s tutor of the month said. 

Not only does one receive educa¬ 
tional help, but professional counsel¬ 
ing is available as well. 

Not only can students benefit 
greatly from improving their studies, 
they can also learn to handle personal 
issues better as well. 

Any interested student is en¬ 
couraged to take advantage of this 
free service provided by TJC. 

The Learning Loft desk is open 
to students Monday through Thurs¬ 
day 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and Friday 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

After registering with the Learn¬ 
ing Loft, students may meet and re¬ 
ceive help at the convenience of their 
tutor. 


Changing roommates 
last resort to problems 


By Tommie Matteucci 

Staff Writer 

It’s 1:30 a.m. and you’re fast 
asleep. You hear the door open 
and your roommate walks in 
making disruptive noises wak¬ 
ing you up. Now you can’t fall 
back asleep, and will not be able 
to do so for the next hour. Your 
roommate continues to make 
loud noises stumbling around the 
room. 

The next morning you doze 
off during important lectures and 
labs, which affects your grade. 
Whenever you confront your 
roommate on the subject, the 
roommate denies it and you lose 
more sleep. You tried to meet 
with the resident assistant (RA) 
of your hall to come up with a so¬ 
lution, but it’s not working. Now 
it’s time to take a more serious 
step and get rid of your room¬ 
mate. 

According to the Residen¬ 
tial Life Handbook, if a problem 
occurs the residents, and the RA 
of your hall will meet to come up 
with a solution. In extreme cases, 
depending on available space, 
roommates may be moved, but 
the Director of Residential Life 
and Housing must approve this. 

“An extreme case can be a 
multitude of things,” Melody 
Huff, Area Coordinator of Resi¬ 
dential Life said. “[ If ] it’s just 
not working, they mediated, and 
can’t come to a common ground.” 
Conflicting lifestyles are usually 


the biggest problem between sti 
dents living in the dorms. 

“One is an early riser. 0i \ 
comes in late. Those type 1 1 
things, pretty much different lifi I 
styles, are pretty much the con f 
mon thing,” Huff said. 

Trying to change a persoi 
lifestyle can be futile. This 
where students can actually mal 
the effort to change their roon 
mate. 

“We try to discourage 
[changing roommates],” Hu 
said, “but if there’s room, we ca 
do that, and we will.” 

While conflicts may occu 
college is a learning experieno 
and the dorms are no exceptio 
to this. 

“Part of the living on-cam 
pus experience is learning to h 
together,” Angela Nunez, Direc 
tor of Residential Life and Hous 
ing said. 

“If it is just not working on 
the last resort is moving.” 

Due to a lack of space, room 
mates are required to try to com 
municate with one another befoi 
resorting to moving. 

“Communication is ke; 
and if you are not communicat 
ing with your roommate, how ai 
they going to know what they ai 
doing is bothering you?” Nune 
said. 

The directors and staff o 
Residential Life encourage stu 
dents to work together in order t( 
make both students living experi 
ence an enjoyable one. 



Students not finding out about activities on campus 


By Brittney Rhinesmith 

Staff Writer 

Despite an array of different activities for 
students to participate on campus, many stu¬ 
dents are not aware of how or when to get in¬ 
volved. 

Jennifer Cox was a perfect example of a 
student that did not know about the Mardis 
Gras dance coming up. 

Cox said she didn’t know about the dance 
even though she was interested in going. 

A problem with’most students is that they 
would like to take advantage of their student 
life fee and get involved by taking part in the 
activities the campus has to offer. However, they 
may not know where to look to find upcoming 
events. 

Vincent Nguyen, the new activity direc¬ 
tor, has the information where students can go 
to find out about upcoming events. Nguyen is 
in his first semester as the activity director at 
TJC. 

The main focus for most events is for the 
students to have fun, but they are also meant to 
be educational. 

School activities are also an opportunity 
for students from freshman to sophomore to 
meet new people and make friends. 

14 percent of students at TJC are inter¬ 
national students, and through on-campus 
activities such as dances or social gatherings, 
these students can learn more about American 
culture. 

“If no one knows about it, it’s clearly not 
a big deal so why would I go?” Cox said, about 
attending future TJC activities. 

Cox was not the only one that felt that 


EVENTS CALENDAR 


For upcoming events, check the 
calendar on page 11. 

way. 

Hollie Schmidt also said that if more peo¬ 
ple were to go, then she would be more willing 
to attend. 

Nguyen said that most activities did not 
have a good turnout. That is until fall of 
when he noticed a 50 percent increase. He said 
he would still love to see more students get in¬ 
volved and attend. 

He also said that getting involved with ex¬ 
tra curricular activities looks good on resumes. 

The activity committee is encouraging 
students to get more involved by giving away 
elaborate gifts such as iPods and Blu-ray players 
just for attending. 

All activities are meant to be fun and en¬ 
joyable. The more students who go, the more 
money that TJC can raise from concession 
stand revenues to donate to different charity 
foundations. 

Schmidt said that she finds out about ac¬ 
tivities from chatter of students around cam¬ 
pus. 

There are five great ways to get notified on 
all campus activities. Nguyen said that word of 
mouth is the number one way to spread the de¬ 
tails, but not good enough if students had never 
heard anything about any of them. 

Flyers are posted around campus about the 
events that are coming up. However, flyers can 
easily be taken, trashed or overlooked. 

Technology is alternative way for students 
to get informed. Upcoming events are often 

^ ■Y-.V-W- IW- • ' 


Photo courtesy of Taylor 

RECRUITING Hispanic Student Organization President and Coordinator Nidia Arellano 
and a member of HSO set up a booth at Welcome Week to recruit students. Welcome 
week is one of the many activities held on campus. 


posted on Apache Access. 

Another way to get notified is by Text- 
caster. This is where you get text messages sent 
to your cell phone with any new or upcoming 
event or activity that TJC is hosting. Students 
can visit www.tjc.edu to sign up for Textcaster. 

Students are welcome to stop in the library, 




cafeteria, recreational center or the HPE 
to take a glance at the c-sli TV’s. That wi] 
students and faculty updated with all 
events on campus. 

Nguyen said that events are not just f 
students to have fun but also to “keep sti 
on campus and keep them safe.” 
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HISTORY 

_—— continuedfrompagel 


blacks the right to vote. On Feb. 25,1870, the 
first black U.S. senator, Hiram R. Revels, took 
bis oath of office, and let’s not forget Feb. 19, 
1929, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was born. 
“Black History Month is important be- 
J cause its an awareness month. It lets people 
know what event took place during black his¬ 
tory,” Regina Williams, Student Affairs ad- 

I ministrative assistant, said. “Annually, we have 
Showtime at the Apollo, which is historical for 
making a lot of African-Americans famous.” 
There will also be a dinner where a speak- 
i er will come and talk to students about black 
i • history and a Black History Month dance. “All 
, these event are free to the students,” Williams 
v said. 

Black History Month has been celebrated 

« l on this campus for a long time. Showtime at 
the Apollo had the biggest turnout last year 
with over 800 students who attended, and will 
be held Feb. 17 this year. 

“Black History is so important because it 

* RECESSION 

16 1 -— - continuedfrompagel 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statis¬ 
tics, in December 2008 the number of unem¬ 
ployed persons increased by 632,000 to 11.1 
million, and the unemployment rate rose to 7.2 
percent. Also, the number of people who com¬ 
pleted temporary jobs rose by 315,000 to 6.5 
million in December. Within professional and 
business services, the temporary help industry 
lost 81,000 jobs in December 2008, bringing . 
job losses to 490,000 nationwide. 

. According to an article by Stephan Miller 
called “Anticipating a Tough 2009: Multi¬ 
nationals Plan Selective Workforce, Pay and 
. Benefits Cut,” 54 percent said their employ¬ 
ees had expressed a significant level of concern 
about the impact of economic turmoil on their 
retirement investments. 

With the economy in such turmoil, stu- 
' dents may realize that without a college degree 
or being highly experienced, it will be a chal¬ 
lenge to find work. 

“Just because you have the knowledge, 

, does not mean you have the experience,” 
j Booker said. 

Millions of jobs are being cut, and a lot 
of employees who have remained with their 
r companies for years have been laid off. This 
has thrown thousands of people into unem¬ 
ployment. 

“Be more proactive. There are a lot of 
people going for the same job,” Lan said. 

According to a recent study by the Bu¬ 
reau of Labor Statistics, good prospects for 
college-level jobs, lower unemployment rates 
and higher median earnings are strong incen- 


is the foundation that has built the black com¬ 
munity up and without that foundation there 
would be nowhere to build, and as a people 
we must keep making it stronger,” sophomore 
Teddy Williams said. “It gives me hope for 
the future.” 

Williams said that she has enjoyed the 
festivities that this campus has to offer since 
she has been at school, and her favorite is 
Showtime at the Apollo. 

“It gives the students and everybody else 
a chance to see who has talent, and it gives the 
students a way to pursue their dreams by sing¬ 
ing and dancing where people can see,” Wil¬ 
liams said. 

Students entered in Showtime at the 
Apollo will be competing for prizes ranging 
from $200 for first place, $150 for second 
place, and $75 for third place. To enter, contact 
Justin Yordy on the Black History Committee 
at 903-510-2259 or sign up in Rogers Student 
Center at the information desk. 


tives for attending college. 

“College students should not settle for 
the basics and strive for the best education”, 
Anthony Brock, HR Regional Manager of Big 
Lots, Inc., said. “Employers have the flexibil¬ 
ity to choose the best from the qualified can¬ 
didates and experience, giving them greater 
gratitude. They are going to face a tougher 
economy.” 

There are many resources and tools for 
college graduates to access in search of jobs. 

One resource is the career service center 
located on the first floor of Pirtle Technology 
in Room 128. It is a center for TJC students 
and non-students to come in and choose from 
thousands of books and browse Web sites des¬ 
ignated to help them pursue their careers and 
find jobs. 

In addition, the Office of Career Services 
has a magazine called National Association of 
Colleges and Employers' Job Choices with tips 
and strategies for job search success. 

Students can stop by and learn interview¬ 
ing tips, find out about job fairs and make use 
of job search resources located in their resource 
room. 

Even though the career service center is a 
valuable resource to students, it is also acces¬ 
sible to those who don’t attend the school. 

Students can also turn to the web and use 
such resources as Monster.com, SnagAJob. 
com, and* similar Web sites and that provide 
information to answer job seekers’ questions 
and concerns. 

“It’s a challenge,” Lan said. 




| admiss@dbu.edu 


| whyDBU.com 
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arts entertainment 


Museum grows to provide art for Tyler residents 


By Sarah Malik 

A&E Editor, 

From the outside, it is just another brick 
building, but inside are treasures to inspire the 
heart and the mind. 

Located at 1300 S. Mahon Ave., the Tyler 
Museum of Art opened in 1971 from funds 
raised by the Junior League of Tyler. 

The museum was started by the “picture 
ladies;” women who took “pictures” of arts 
to the schools to give students knowledge of 
what art was about. 

“The ladies saw a real need in the com¬ 
munity. This got them talking about making 
a museum,” C.B. Henderson, development as¬ 
sistant and membership coordinator, said. 

“This was the start of the first art educa¬ 
tion the students had,” Betty Summers, board 
member of the Tyler Museum, said. She has 
been a member for 28 years. 

Having a museum in Tyler brings many 
tourists to this small town. 

“The museum is part of the cultural at¬ 
traction the city has. It makes the city better 
and helps the economy, as well,” Robert Owen, 
facility manager since 1996, said. 

The art museum has over 800 items in its 
collection and keeps adding more. 

“The museum is pretty active,” Summers 

said. 

The exhibits are a major attraction to visi¬ 



Photo by Ashley Summers 

TYLER MUSEUM OF ART brings many tourists to this small town due to the cultural 
attraction the museum has to the city. Located beside TJC, the museum holds over 800 
items in collection and keeps adding more. 


tors. The museum puts on a variety of shows 
throughout the year. 

The major show of2009 is going to be the 


Fashioning Kimono in June. 

A new show running from Feb. 22 to May 
17 is Scenes from the American West: The 


Phelan Collection from the Arthur J. PhelJ 
collection. 

This exhibit is intended as a historical rel 
cord of the people who moved west from thl 
Mississippi, the settlements they created, anl 
the Native Americans who were already jl 
those lands. 

The TMA will be putting on a Black His 
tory Month Celebration on Feb. 15 from }\ 
p.m. 

There will be a signature piece by one o| 
the most respected African-American sculpl 
tors, Richmond Barthe. 

His sculpture “Alligator” will be on disl 
play until March 1. 

Every year the museum gives tours to a 
least 5,000 students in grades 2 through 5.Thf 
numbers are rising each year. 

“We get more requests than we can han¬ 
dle,” Summers said. 

Most exhibits are free ta the public, and 
Tyler Museum members, the exhibits are free! 
Students can get a one-year membership f<J 
only $10. 

According to the mission statement, the 
art museums goal is to build awareness of anc 
participation in the arts and culture of the re¬ 
gion. 

“The museum is good for the heart and 
good for the mind,” Owens said. 

For more information on the Tyler Mu¬ 
seum of Art, call (903) 595-1001. 


Band hall too small for members 


By Sarah Hall 

Staff Writer 

Sounds of the band, drum line 
and many other ensembles can be 
heard daily overflowing from the TJC 
band hall. 

These sounds come from the doz¬ 
ens of students enrolled in not only 
the marching band or ensembles, but 
students who are also taking private 
lessons or are music majors. The band 
hall was originally intended to hold 
only 75 students, but 190 students are 
currently enrolled in marching band 
alone. 

“The marching band itself cannot 
rehearse inside except for music re¬ 
hearsals or inclement weather. When¬ 
ever we have (played inside), the band 
has a sustained decibel level as that of 
a jet aircraft on takeoff,” Director of 
Bands Thomas Mensch said. 

The jazz band and drum line also 
practice in the band hall, and almost 
reaches the same decibel levels. 

Another problem with the band 
hall is that it has no soundproof prac¬ 
tice rooms for the 45 students that are 
required to practice for two hours each 
day. 

“We need practice rooms, and 
new offices for the directors and in¬ 
structors would be nice too,” Patrick 
Parker TJC saxophone player said. 

While there may be other rooms 
in the Music building, they are not 
sound proof and practicing in them 
would mean disturbing other classes. 
This is why most students choose to 
practice on the stairs outside the band 
hall. 

Students are ready for a new band 
hall and they are quite open with their 
opinions about needed improvements. 

“We have been told we were get¬ 
ting a new band hall for some time 
now. We hardly get any recognition for 
the work we do. I think a new facility 
is long overdue,” Beth Baker, co-cap- 
tain of color guard and indoor drum 
line manager, said. 

What is not well-known is that 
TJC officials are trying to do some¬ 
thing to alleviate the problems with 
the band hall and* other areas around 
TJC campus. 

Last January focus groups were 
put together to identify the current 
and future needs of TJC’s campus and 
students. Early this summer, 2008, 
President Mike Metke put together 
the Strategic Planning Core Com¬ 
mittee, which includes students, staff, 
alumni and the community. 

“This committee, with the infor¬ 
mation gathered by the focus groups, 
worked with Randall Scott Architects 
who were hired as consultants to de¬ 
velop the Master Plan that looks at the 
physical plant needs of the college that 
would tie into the Strategic Plan,” said 


MM 
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PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT Above, a tuba player practices outside due 
to limited space in the band hall. Below, the students practicing inside 
can lead to problems of hearing loss and is why the band practices and 
marches outside if the weather is not bad. 



Provost Butch Hayes. 

The plans were presented to the 
Board of Trustees late last year, and the 
members of the board were taken on 
a tour of the campus to be shown the 
problems that are addressed in the rec¬ 
ommended plans. 

“Tyler Junior College is the only 
college that I am aware of that does 
not provide individual practice rooms 
for students seeking a degree in instru¬ 
mental music performance or educa¬ 
tion,” Mensch said. 

Although the plans have not 
been finalized, the Board of Trustees is 


working diligently with the architects 
to complete them. These plans are not 
specific to which area of need will be 
addressed first but improvements for 
the band hall are included. There is no 
estimated cost for the projected plans; 
however, it is known that a donor is 
needed to help finance thfc plans for 
the TJC band hall. 

To find out more information on 
the TJC band or the projected plans 
for improvement to the band hall you 
can contact Thomas Mensch at tmen@ 
tjc.edu or Butch Hayes at bhay2@tjc. 
edu. 




Annie Get Your 
Gun cancelled 


By Krysten Hanger 

Staff Writer 

For the first time in years, 
the Tyler Junior College The¬ 
ater Department had to re¬ 
place their musical with a dif¬ 
ferent production due to the 
lack of students auditioning. 

“Annie Get Your Gun”was 
the musical that many people 
have been talking about, not 
just at TJC but also at other 
local colleges and within the 
community. Unfortunately, the 
production had to be replaced 
with a smaller musical, “Cot¬ 
ton Patch Gospel.” This year 
the number of students who 
auditioned dropped drastically 
from almost 40 last semester 
to only 14. 

Many different reasons 
surfaced as to why students 
did not audition. 

“I really wanted a break,” 
Chase Gee said. He was in 
last year’s production of Little 
Shop of Horrors and felt that 
this semester he needed to take 
a break from having a role in 
the musical but is still happily 
working on the set. 

Other students’ reasons 
incjuded interference with 
other classes, some of which 
are required for their major, 
conflict with work schedules, 
lack of interest for this par¬ 
ticular musical, and a change 
of majors. 

Dr. Crawford’s opinion 
on the reason for less students 
auditioning this year was, “I’m 
not really sure. It could have 
been a bad time to hold the 
audition when I did.”This year 
they held auditions on a Sun¬ 
day, when school started on a 
Wednesday instead of one or 
two days before classes started. 
Usually Auditions are held on 
a weekday or a Saturday in¬ 
stead of Sunday. 

The TJC productions also 
tend to take up a lot, if not all, 
of students free time. 

“You have to be com¬ 
pletely dedicated to theater. 

It is pretty much your life,” 


Libby Harmon said. “Some 
students are not willing to put 
in the time and effort.” 

According to Harmon, 
Freshmen who enter TJC seem 
to have an idea of what it takes 
* to put on a musical when they 
graduate high school, but they 
realize it is completely differ¬ 
ent when you get to college, 
Harder work and longer hours 
seem to be the difficult thing 
to get past. Around half may 
quickly decide that theater 
may not be the right major for 
them, so they switch majors 
drop classes, leaving the de¬ 
partment with fewer students 
than last year. 

“One great thing about 
auditioning at TJC is that no 
matter what happens, a show 
will go on,” Harmon said. 

TJC is well known for 
having the best musical pro¬ 
ductions in the district and 
Cotton Patch Gospel is sure 
to not disappoint. Dr. Craw¬ 
ford and all theater professors 
are very excited about this mu¬ 
sical. 

“We had this in our bac 
pockets just in case, and it is 
sure to be a great production,’ 
Becky Faulds said. 

All 14 who auditioned for 
“Annie Get Your Gun” were 
awarded with parts in “Cot¬ 
ton Patch Gospel” and all are 
excited. According to Craw¬ 
ford, “Cotton Patch Gospel’ 
was originally chosen as the 
musical for this year, but for 
reasons unknown they decidec 
to change to “Annie Get Your 
Gun.” Since Dr. Crawford and 
others including Nathan Rus¬ 
sell, TJC choir director, hac 
discussed it before, it was not 
difficult to decide what would 
be the replacement for Annie 
Get Your Gun. 

“Cotton Patch Gospel” 
opens Wednesday, Feb. 25 
at 7:30 p.m. and continues 
Thursday, Friday and Satur¬ 
day. Tickets can be bought at 
the box office starting Feb. 18 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and are 
$5 per person. 
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Female students voice opinions about dating preferences 


By Matt Sneed 

News Editor' 

“Just ask.” Th^t is what 
Kathryn Walraven, a former 
Apache Belle andTJC student, 
said when asked what would 
be the best way to ask her out 
on a date. 

A recent survey that was 
conducted by the Apache Pow 
Wow found that Walraven was 
not alone in her thoughts on 
being asked out. The survey 
asked 175 women eight sim¬ 
ple questions regarding how 
women want to be approached 
in class, on L campus, and what 
they are looking for in college. 

What do women want? 
This has been a question for 
centuries and doubtfully was 
answered in this survey, but 
it was a little insight into the 
minds of the women on the 
1 ~ TJC campus. 

When asked what the 
three biggest turnoffs were 
when it comes to guys, the 
most notable traits were liars, 
boring personality/not being 
able to carry on a conversation, 
and cockiness. 

On the other hand, the 
three biggest turn-ons for 
them were the guys presenta¬ 
tion (smelling good and dress¬ 
ing nice), the guys smile, and • 
self-confidence. 

It is interesting that the 
most common turn off was be¬ 
ing cocky and one of the big¬ 
gest turn-ons was having .self 
confidence. This is a debate 
that guys and girls could spend 
an entire conversation about. 
When guys are trying to exude 
self-confidence they may actu¬ 
ally be coming across as being 


((Guys don’t like to be rejected. If they 
are hesitating it is because they are 
nervous that she might say no.?? 


— Ryan Leroy 

TJC Student 


cocky. 

Its important for guys 
to understand the difference 
between these two things. 
Self-confidence is about'be¬ 
lieving in yourself, your value 
and worth as a person. It is 
often obvious in actions and 
not in words. A guy with self 
confidence has the nerve to ask 
a girl out or to speak his opin¬ 
ion,” Tracey Williams said, 
who is a licensed counselor on 
the TJC campus. 

“If you are a ‘big deal’ let 
me hear about it from some¬ 
one else, I don’t want to hear 
who you are from you” Aman¬ 
da Margraves, a TJC student, 
said. 

The turn-on that was 
most commonly written down, 
and on 90% on the surveys’was 
the guy’s smile. 

“Women are looking for 
someone who is positive and 
friendly. A smile can show 
this and that you are happy or 
having fun, all from a distance. 
It is often the' first impression, 
remember that a genuine smile 
can speak volumes.” Williams 
said. 

A smile from a distance 
is a great way for you to get 
her attention, but what if you 
wanted to take it to the next 
level. After all, smiling at a girl 
doesn’t get you that date. What 
is something that you could say 


or do to make her notice you? 

“Just come up beside me 
when I am walking and talk 
to me,” said one TJC student. 
Another said, “Complement 
me, introduce yourself and 
start a conversation.” 

That may sound easy, but 
it is a lot harder than what the 
girls think. 

“If I went up to a girl ran¬ 
domly she would look at me 
like I am crazy,” Ryan Leroy, a 
TJC student, said. 

Many girls have prefer¬ 
ences about the way and man¬ 
ner in which guys ask them on 
dates. 

“Guys don’t like to be 
rejected. If they are hesitating 
it is because they are nervous 
that she might say no. No one 
likes to be told they aren’t good 
enough, and basically that is 
what she is telling you when 
she says no.” Leroy said. 

From the girl’s view it 
seems easy. When they were 
asked how they would like to 
be asked on a date they re¬ 
sponded with: 

“Just ask, don’t be nervous. 
Know what you want.” 

“Ask. The worst thing I. 
can say is no.” 

“Just ask and if the person 
is interested, good, if not then 
go on to the next.” 

Guys now know how to 
approach girls and ask them 



Photo by Jennifer Hack/MCT 

SINGLES The people at this particular event arranged by Table for Eight ranged in age 
from 25 to 35, but the company works with people 24 to 65. The service matches ap¬ 
plicants by similarity of backgrounds and interests. 


out, but what are girls looking 
for in college? 

Of the 175 women that 
were polled, 20% said they 
were here to have fun in col¬ 
lege, 30% said they were look¬ 
ing for a serious relationship, 
and 40% said ‘whatever hap¬ 
pens happens’. Only 10 per¬ 
cent said they were here to get 
an education. 

To quote Alex Hitchens 
from the movie Hitch, “Any 
man has a chance to sweep 
any woman of her feet, he just 
needs to find the right broom.” 


NEXT ISSUE 


Flip Side 

To read this story from 
the guy’s perspective, 
read Issue 2 on Feb. 20. 


GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR INNER ‘NEWS NERD’ 


NEXT MEETING: MARCH. 5, 4 P.M., P-204 
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TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Theatre, Music & Dance Departments 
present 
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Book by Tom Key & Russell Treyz 

Music & Lyrics by Harry Chapin . 
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Stage Direction: Dr. David W. Crawford 

% Musical Direction: Nathan Russell 
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W Choreography: Jennifer Bailey 
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February 25-28. 2009 

Wednesday-Safurday • 7:30 P.M. 

Wise Auditorium 

$5/person • On Sale Feb. 18th • 903-510-2212 

Visit our Web site: w1ww.fic.edu/Tf5eatre 


TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE 

El 


CHANGING LIVES 


Tyler Junior CoUoge gives egual consideration to all applicants for admission, employment and participation in its 
programs and activities without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, gender, age, marital status, disability or veteran status. 


Are You 
Connected? 
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Connect your two year associate's degree 
with a four-year bachelor's degree at UT Dallas. 
Lock in tomorrow's tuition at today's prices 
for four school years through our guaranteed 
tuition plan. Get access to early advising 
and start planning your move today. Go to 
UT Dallas' Comet Connection Web site for 
details and to report your intention to join. 

utdallas.edu/connect 
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UT 


Dallas 

The University of Texas at Dallas 




Join lls for Preview Friday! 


Designed exclusively for transfer students, Preview Friday is an event 
that allows you to mingle with other transfer students and view a detailed 
presentation about transferring, financial aid, scholarships and campus life. 
It also gives you an opportunity to talk one-on-one with an advisor in your 
major to learn how you can make the smoothest*transition to help you 
reach your academic goals. 

Choose the date you'd like to attend and register online at 

utdaIlas.edu/enroll/events. 

Directions to the UT Dallas campus available at utdallas.edu/directions. 




February 20 
March 13, 27 
April 24 
May 8, 15 

Summer 2009 Schedule 


June 5, 19 
July 10 




utdallas.edu 
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I wanted to design ads. My professors knew 
I was capable of so much more 


tamu-commerce.edu 

qrn aqr qnnn I CHECK us 0UT 0N facebook at lions roar’ 

tJUU.UUU.MUUU | OR CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE A TOUR OF THE CAMPUS! 


TEXAS A&M 

UNtVERSIT Y 
COMM ERC E 


A MEMBER OF THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 


Alicia,Classof 2007 

2008 NATIONAL ADDY AWARD WINNER 
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BANK 

-- continuedfrompagel 

way,” said Mrs.*Pearson. “I was 
up there at the Food Bank 
crying yesterday because you 
don’t know what to do. You 
look around and you think, no 
this can’t be happening.” 

The Pearsons find hope in 
family and God. 

“There are times we feel 
like throwing up our hands and 
giving up, but then later on we 
realize it’s not worth it because 
we love each other and it’s go¬ 
ing to pass,” Mrs. Pearson said. 
“We take it by the day, and just, 
pray. It is all you can do is pray 
and let God take care of it, be¬ 
cause you can’t.” 

She also finds hope in 
the Food Bank and its services 
“the Food Bank and people 
like that are great.” 

Bush shared that the best 
part of his job is that it has a 
social purpose. 

The EastTexas Food Bank 
is behind the scenes providing 
food for local organizations 
such as The Salvation Army, 
Meals on Wheels, and PATH. 
The Food Bank is a great re¬ 
source for local families. 

“The way the economy 
has changed, we have had to 
adapt and add in programs to 
try to fill gaps in services,” 

Bush said. 

There is always opportu¬ 
nity to help at the Food Bank. 
Volunteers are the main source 
of help for the non-profit or¬ 
ganization. 

“The giver receives much 
more than the receiver. The 
Food Bank is a wonderful 
place to work,” Caroline Pick¬ 
et, a third-year volunteer for 
the Food Bank said. 

The Food Bank also 
thrives on donations. For every 
dollar donated they can gen¬ 
erate enough food for eight 
meals. 

For more information 




about how to donate or vol¬ 
unteer, contact the East Texas 


Food Bank, or visit easttexas- 
foodbank.org. 


GRANTS 

- continuedfrompagel 


disabled father. Dr. Gonzales graduated high 
school in Houston with his school having a 
graduation rate of 1 percent and no textbooks 
available to the students. 

The Pell Grant made it possible for him to 
go to Texas A&M and eventually go to medical 
school. 

“I would have not been able to afford col¬ 
lege and ultimately go to medical school to be¬ 
come a physician without the Pell Grant that I 
was awarded,” Dr.Gonzales said. 

The Pell Grant helps students achieve a 
higher education who usually come from a 
family income of less than $20,000. 

Joe Plante, a chemical engineer of 25 years 
from North Carolina, grew up in a low-income 
family. Once his father passed away, the Pell 
Grant helped him continue his college career. 

“I am one out of 10 children and my father 
had passed away. We were not wealthy growing 
up. The Pell Grant was what really gave me a 
hope of having a future in college. The grant has 
truly helped me to achieve my goals and give 
back to the community,” Plante said. 

Although several students throughout the 
country are successful in college with the Pell 


Grant, there are a few exceptions. Sorpe stu¬ 
dents consider the grants as “free money” and 
drop their classes once the award is received. 

“With any financial help that is given, I 
think there needs to be oversight of how this 
money is spent,” Plante said. “These students 
should feel an obligation to succeed with the 
Pell Grant. I am all for students using the mon¬ 
ey to try to get ahead and achieve their goals, 
but when they just think of it as government 
money they need to realize that it is the tax 
payers money, so that really upsets me that this 
money could be going to waste.” 

Despite the few students who take this 
money for granted, there will always be people 
who will be eternally grateful for what the Pell 
Grant has done. 

“For somebody like me that comes from a 
low-income family, the grant really provided me 
with the money that I needed to attend school,” 
Dr. Gonzales said. 

“Now with the education that has been 
given to me, my children would not even qual¬ 
ify for the Pell Grant, and I believe that is the 
purpose of the grant, to allow people to make a 
better life for their children.” 


Crossword 


Photo by Lea Rittenhouse 

TYLER EAST TEXAS FOOD BANK Director Robert Bush 
says he is seeing more middle-class families seeking 
assistance. The Food Bank supplies numerous local help 
agencies who can then assist these families. More infor¬ 
mation available online. 


ACROSS 
1 Defeats soundly 
6 Flock youngster 
10 Welfare 

14 Painter’s tripod 

15 Beige 

16 Entice 

17 Superlatively 
shady 

19 Object of 
adoration 

20 Black or Salton 

21 Restorative 
drinks 

23 Farm output 
26 Norse pirate 
chief 

30 VIP in a will 

31 Some stockings 

32 Ship’s rear 

35 Cay 

36 Kennedy and 
Williams 

37 Painter Degas 
39 _ Jessica 

Parker 

41 Actress Myrna 

42 _ Haute, IN 

43 Slur over 

44 Cogito _ sum 

46 Jockey’s strap 

47 Appendage 

48 Composite 
picture 

50 Distress 
painfully 

51 Mouth the words 

52 How ‘bout that! 

1 53 Hindu deity 

56 Beverage 
dispenser 

58 Suggestion 

59 Personal 
.assessment 

66 Beer choices 

67 One of HOMES 

68 Dwight’s rival 

69 Swan lady 

70 Gratify fully 

71 In the act of 

DOWN 

1 _Moines 

2 Cheerleader’s 
word 

3 NAFTA 
participant 

4 Coverlet 

5 Gin flavoring 
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6 Ring of flowers 

7 Top pilot 

8 Miniver” 

9 Interrupt rudely 

10 Support loop 

11 BMW rival 

12 Fast-food 
magnate Ray 

13 Morays 

18 “The Man Who 
_ There" 

22 Start ' 

23 Carver’s tool 

24 Equity value 

25 North Sea 
structure 

27 *_ in Gaza” 

28 “God’s Little 
Acre” co-star 

29 1964-80 Soviet 
leader 

32 Consents 

33 Cereal 
ingredient 

34 Fashionable 
38 Reckless action 
40 Surround 

45 Take place 
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49 Untitled works 
51 Drepung 
monastery’s site 

53 Glass container 

54 Stagnant 

55 Watermelon 
discard 


57 Enjoy a book 

60 Epoch 

61 Set aflame 

62 Price asked . 

63 Boxing great 

64 Operated 

65 Excavate 


APACHE 


press club 


JOIN NOW! 

Next meeting is Thursday, 
March 5 at 4 p.m. in P-204 


★ 


CET READY FOR THE 

Spring 2009 semester 


★ 


Nike Sportswear # All Sports t Shirts 
hoodies^ OrganizationTShirts 

GREAT SALE RACK #MESH SHORTS# CAPS 

AS? ID 


# 


come See us At 

YOUR 'OFF' CAMPUS STORE...FOR YOUR 'ON' CAMPUS NEEDS 

12 32 E. 5th St. 

Across From tjc 

College books 


FIGHTS 


-- continuedfrompage3 

Penalties for violating the Code of Conduct can range 
m disciplinary probation or suspension, to deferred suspen- 
u with a sanction, and finally to expulsion. 

If expelled, a student will have holds on their account 
ich do not allow them to ever return to the campus to take 
r classes. 

TJC has zero tolerance for any type of behavior that vio- 
ss the rules. 

“It’s been a few years since we’ve had problems as in fights 
i dance,” Melton said. “For the upcoming dance, we are go- 
; to double-up on duty.” 

On Jan. 23, during Welcome Week, a “Mardi Gras Dance 
Date Auction” benefiting Kidds Kids was held in the Apache 
oms. 

The dance “ended around midnight and went pretty 
ooth,” Vincent Nguyen, Interim Director of Student Life 
1 Involvement, said. 

The security equipment including most of the cameras are 
and running now. 

The videos being recorded are useful in providing leads to 
estigations being performed if there are conflicts. 

To report suspicious activity, contact Campus Safety at 

>3)-5l0-2222. 


calendar 


February 6 

TJC JAZZ BAND’S MOONLIGHT 
SERENADE 

7 p.m. - 9 p.m. in the Apache 
Rooms 

TJC ART CLUB MEMBERS 
EXHIBITION 

TJC Wise Auditorium Art Gallery 

9 

FINANCIAL AID CHECK RELEASE 


Feb. 6 - 20 
10 

FULL CIRCLE SERIES 

Former students - Professional 
artists Wise Auditorium Art Gallery 

13 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE JOB AND 
CAREER FAIR 

9 a.m.- 1 p.m. in the Apache Rooms 
in the Rodgers Student Center 


HAVE AN EVENT? 

E-MAIL YOUR CALENDAR ITEMS 
TO TJCNEWS@TJC.EDU 


18 

PING-PONG TOURNAMENT 

4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 2nd floor Rogers 
Student Center 

19 

8-BALL TOURNAMENT 

2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 2nd floor Rogers 
Student Center 

WIND ENSEMBLE CONCERT 

7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. a free 
concert in Jean Browne Theater 
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The Apache Pow Wow 



■ THE 



Relax 

Rejuvenate 

Refresh 






McDonald 


get&W* 

bageO\sposa\ 

& OisVw^ashet 

NN \th\ce-maKet 
Emergency 


Fu\\-stt evva 
Range & £> a ' 

. Microwave 
. Refrigerator 

, 24-hour 

Maintenance 

. W «,Se*er,Garbage 

included 


www.TheReserveUTTyler.com | phone 903.565.4700 | C.R. 272 (Adam Henry Rd.) 


Tyler,TX 75707 
















